
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



THE 

Virginia Magazine 

OF 

HISTORY AND BIOGRAPHY. 

Vol. X. JULY, 1902. No. 1. 

VIRGINIA LEGISLATIVE DOCUMENTS. 



(continued) 



Note II — Continued. 

In the absence of contemporary records we are indebted to a 
personal quarrel, in which the participants resorted at much 
length to the newspapers, for some details of the session of 1764. 

George Mercer, a son of John Mercer, of "Marlborough," 
Stafford county. Va. , had served with distinction as a lieutenant 
colonel in the English army, and on the passage of the Stamp 
Act accepted the position of one of the collectors under that 
act. This, on the part of a Virginian, caused great indignation 
in the colony and the effigies of Lord George Grenville, the 
English minister, and of George Mercer were burnt at West- 
moreland C. H. It was alleged that Richard Henry Lee was 
the most active agent in this affair, and when John Mercer, and 
his son James (long a prominent member of the House of Bur- 
gesses and afterwards a judge of the State Court of Appeals) 
undertook the defence of George Mercer, they discovered tha 
Lee himself had applied for a collectorship under the Stamp Act. 
This evidence of inconsistency they set forth in long and violently 



Z VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

denunciatory letters in the Virginia Gazette during 1766. Lee 
admitted that "early in November," 1764, without considering 
the consequences of the act he had made such application; but 
stated that within a few days he had been convinced of his error, 
and had used his utmost endeavors to oppose the unconstitutional 
measures of Parliament. "With confidence I appeal to many 
worthy gentlemen with whom I served in the General Assembly. 
They know who first moved, in the House of Burgesses, for the 
address to his Majesty, the memorial to the Lords, and the 
remonstrance to the House of Commons; they also know what 
part I took in preparing those papers." 

To this the Mercers replied at great length, and a letter from 
James Mercer, printed in the Gazette, October 3d, 1766, throws 
a good deal of light on the proceedings of the session of the 
fall of 1764. 

He says : 

" But to return. During the October General Court in 1764 
there were several letters received from England which seemed 
to import an absolute certainty of the British Parliament intend- 
ing to impose Stamp duties in America if no worse; which threw 
most people into a violent flame. And before the meeting of the 
Assembly, which was on the 30th day of October, after the late 
speaker came to town and brought with him a letter from a com- 
mittee of the House of Representatives of the province of the 
Massachusetts Bay, which he had received some considerable 
time before, addressed to him as Speaker of the House of Bur- 
gesses of Virginia; this letter advised the Assembly that the 
British House of Commons in a Committee of the whole House 
had voted that certain Stamp Duties ought to be imposed within 
America; that the bill for carrying the votes into a law was post- 
poned until the next meeting of Parliament; that their General 
Court had drawn up a remonstrance against the authority of 
Parliament, and that the Gentlemen who subscribed that letter 
were appointed a committee, during the recess of the Repre- 
sentatives of that Province, to correspond with the several 
Legislatures on the continent to desire them to join in so neces- 
sary a step. Besides this, a letter was received by our committee 
of correspondence. I need not say from whom as its subject 
will shew it, this letter covered the votes of the House of Com- 
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mons (mentioned in that from the Committee of the Represent- 
atives of the Province of the Massachusetts Bay) which consisted 
of above 18 resolves, but on this occasion, the 15th and the 
paragraph relating thereto is all I think material, which though 
long, I shall recite for fear of some lurking, slanderous future 
abuse. 

'London, April nth, 1764. 
' Gentlemen: 

'The 15th resolution is the most alarming to the Colonies. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer had determined this measure 
should take place but I informed you in my last of the check 
we gave to its progress (the last was the 9th of March). Mr. 
G. [Grenville] after declaring it was far from his intention to force 
any motion without hearing every objection, put the house in 
mind that the National debt amounted to 146,000,000, So alarm- 
ing a circumstance that great attention was due to the revenue, 
that America gave birth to the last war, which cost us 74,000,000. 
He stated the annual expense of America in time of peace at 
,£350,000, a sum the several colonies are capable of relieving us 
from; but the duties proposed would be insufficient without the 
addition of stamp taxes which he thought might be raised with- 
out any great burthen to the subjects and collected with fewer 
officers. But though he readily acquiesced in postponing this 
point yet hoped that the power & sovereignty of parliament 
over every part of the British dominions for the purpose of rais- 
ing or collecting any tax would never be disputed. That if there 
was a single man doubted it he would take the sense of the 
House, having heard without doors hints of this nature dropped. 
He then called for the sense of Parliament and that the House 
might not suffer objections of that Nature at a future day. The 
Members interested in the Plantations expressed great surprise 
that a doubt of that nature could ever exist. Mr. G. then sug- 
gested that this great object being the relief of this kingdom 
from the burthen, which in Justice America should bear, it would 
be as satisfactory to him if the several provinces would among 
themselves, and in modes best suited to their circumstances, 
raise a sum adequate to the expense of their defence. This, to 
the best of recollection was all that materially fell from him on 
the Subject and it appears to me of first importance to the Col- 
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onies. The house appeared so unanimous of opinion that 
America should ease the revenue of this annual expense that I 
am perswaded they will not listen to any remonstrance against 
it (but the introduction of inland taxes is a matter of the first 
impression and moment to the subjects there). What steps the 
respective provinces will fall on must be left to their better Judg- 
ment. I shall only presume to add what appears the determined 
sense of Government that this money be furnished by America 
by some means or other; pleas of incapacity will scarce avail 
and therefore I should conceive it would be extreme worthy of 
your serious attention what may be the consequence of intro- 
ducing such a precedent as the imposition of a Stamp Tax by 
British Parliament.' 

These two letters, not to mention many from other sensible 
correspondents on the other side of the Atlantick, were read by 
many of the House of Burgesses before they met, and by many 
others after the meeting. In short I can say with great certainty 
that the whole House was in a flame before they met, and every 
thing that could be done by them was determined to be pursued 
so soon as the Governour should be addressed, and the first 
forms of the House be got through. This was not only intended, 
but actually done; but who was the first mover I know not. 
Agreeable to a standing rule, such letters were to be laid before 
the House, and accordingly I find on their journals the following 
minutes which I beg leave to insert: 

' Thursday, November ist. 

Mr. Speaker laid before the House a letter which he received 
in July last from a committee appointed by the Hon. House of 
Representatives of the Massachusetts Bay, relative to the late 
act of Parliament concerning the Sugar trade with the foreign 
colonies, &c, and the said letter was read and ordered to lie 
on the table.' 

From a resolve hereafter mentioned it will appear that the 
&c. related to the votes of the House of commons relative to 
the Stamp Duties. 

' Wednesday, November 7th. Ordered that the committee 
appointed to correspond with the Agent of this colony in Great 
Britian, &c, do lay the Agent's letters received since the meeting 
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of the last session of Assembly and their answers thereto before 
the house. 

Mr. Attorney from the Committee of Correspondence accord- 
ing to order laid before the House the Agent's letters, together 
with their answers. 

Ordered, that the said letters and answers do lie on the table. ' 

The Governor being addressed and the first forms of the house 
being now got through on ' Tuesday, November 13th, on a motion 
made resolved that this House will resolve itself into a committee 
to consider the state of the Colony. 

Ordered that the several letters to and from the agent with 
the letter addressed to the Speaker from the Committee for the 
Massachusetts Government, which were ordered to lie on the 
table, be referred to the same committee. 

The House immediately resolved itself into the said committee 
pursuant to the above mentioned resolution of the House, and 
after some time spent therein Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, 
and Mr. Attorney reported that the Committee had had that 
matter under their consideration and had come to several reso- 
lutions thereon. 

Ordered that the same be reported to the House to-morrow. 

Wednesday, November 14th. Mr. Attorney from the com- 
mittee of the whole house reported according to order, that the 
committee had had under their consideration the state of the 
colony and the several letters to them referred and had come to 
several resolutions thereon ; which he read in his place and then 
delivered in at the table, where they were again twice read, and 
agreed to with some amendments, and are as follows: 

' Resolved, that a most humble & dutifuladdress be presented 
to his majesty imploring his royal protection of his faithful sub- 
jects, the people of this colony, in the enjoyment of all their 
natural & civil rights as men and as descendants of Britons, 
which rights must be violated if laws respecting the internal 
governmenment and taxation of themselves are imposed upon 
them by any other power than that derived from their own con- 
sent by and with the approbation of their sovereign or his sub- 
stitute, &c, &c. 

Resolved, that a memorial be prepared to be laid before the 
Right Honorable the Lords, &c. 
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Resolved, that a memorial be prepared to be laid before the 
Honorable the House of Commoms, &c.' 

I have recited more of the address than memorials in order to 
show that the House thought it very essential to the preservation 
of their rights & privileges to be wholly exempt from the au- 
thority of Parliament as to every Species of internal taxation, 
without criticising on ' the nature and tendency ' of the act as 
Col. Lee did, and I insert the following resolve to show the 
subject of the Massachusetts letter: 

' Resolved, that the committee appointed to correspond with 
the Agent of this Colony in Great Britain, &c, be directed to 
answer the letter of the 25th of June last from the Committee 
of the House of Representatives for the province of Massachu- 
setts Bay to the Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
for the province of Virginia, and to assure that Committee that 
the Assembly of Virginia (Methink R. H. Lee ought to have 
been excepted) are highly sensible of the very great importance 
it is as well to the colony of Virginia as to America in general, 
that the subjects of great Britain in this part of its dominion 
should continue in posser-sion of their ancient and most valuable 
right of being taxed only by consent of their Repsesentatives, 
and that the Assembly here (I presume except as before excepted) 
will omit no measure in their power to prevent such essential in- 
jury from being done to the rights & liberties of the people. 

Ordered that a Committee be appointed to draw up the ad- 
dress and memorials in the said report mentioned and it is 
referred to Mr. Attorney, Mr. Richard Henry Lee, Mr. Landon 
Carter, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Endmond Pendleton, Mr. Benjamin 
Harrison, Mr. Cary & Mr. Fleming to prepare & bring in the 
same.' 

On Tuesday, December the 18th, after several conferences 
with the council and many alterations in a committee of the 
whole house, the address to his Majesty, Memorial to the Lords, 
and Memorial to the Commons (which before now was new 
christened by the name of a remonstrance), were completed and 
passed; but to prove that the House was privy to the printed 
votes mentioned in my former publication and now said to have 
come enclosed in the letter herein afore set forth, I beg leave to 
insert the following clause of the remonstrance: 
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' It appearing by the printed votes of the House of Commons 
of Great Britain in Parliament assembled that in a committee 
of the whole House the 17th day of March last, it was resolved 
that towards defending, protecting and securing the British 
Colonies and plantations in America, it may be proper to change 
Stamp Duties in the said colonies and plantations; and that it 
being apprehended that the same subject which was then de- 
clined may be resumed and further pursued in a succeeding 
session, the Council and Burgesses of Virginia, met in General 
Assembly, judge it their indispensable duty in a respectful man- 
ner, but with decent firmness, to remonstrate against such a 
measure, that at least a cession of those rights, which in their 
opinion must be infringed by that procedure, may not be inferred 
from their silence at so important a crisis, &c.' 

From this undeniable authority it appears that the letter from 
the Massachusetts Bay was read in the House of Burgesses on 
the first day of November, the other on the 7th ; so that from 
these dates if no earlier (not to mention the conference with his 
brothers) the Westmoreland Colonel must have had publick and 
judicial notice ' in what manner the tax was to be laid and the 
consequence of it,' and that at the time he wrote his private ad- 
dress for the deputation, though early in November, he must 
have been fully convinced of the impropriety of ' traitorously 
aiding and assisting in the destruction of his country's liberty, 
and that with parracidal hands he was endeavoring to fasten chains, 
of slavery on this his native country, although like the tenderest 
and best of mothers she had long fostered and powerfully sup- 
ported him.' * 

As to his conduct in the Senate, I really do not recollect with 
that certainty I would choose to do to repeat it. All that I can 
say is that the motion was consequential to the letters being or- 
dered to lie on the table, and though R. H. Lee may have made 
the first motion for the address to the commons yet I do deny 
he first proposed the address to his Majesty and memorial to the 
Lords, for I well remember the late Speaker proposed them 
when in a committee of the whole house as an amendment to the 

* Vide R. H. Lee's dying speech. [This is what the Mercers called 
Lee's defence of himself.] 
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first motion, and his reasons were, that the meanest subject in the 
British Dominion had a right to approach the throne, but that 
it would be doing nothing to remonstrate the commons, for that 
the bill for laying the Stamp Duties would be looked on as a 
money bill against which not even a petition would be received 
nor could any member be prevailed on to present it, being as 
contrary to the rules of Parliament. ' ' 

Note III. 
Resolutions of 1765. 

The famous resolutions of Patrick Henry, adopted by the 
House of Burgesses on May 30, 1765, in support of which he 
made his speech, in which it seemed that George III was com- 
pared with Tarquin, Caesar and Charles I. Perhaps the best 
account of the adoption of these resolutions is in W. W. Henry's 
Life of Patrick Henry, I, 79-94. 

The " spurious resolutions " referred to in the text were doubt- 
less the six as adopted in committee, and which were published 
in the newspapers at the time. It appears that on the report of 
the committee to the House, only the first five were adopted 
by that body, and that on the next day the fifth was rescinded, 
leaving the first four, which constituted the final action of the 
House of Burgesses. 

The fifth and sixth resolutions, not accepted by the House, 
are as follows : 

"Resolved, That his Majesty's liege people, the inhabitants 
of this Colony, are not bound to yield obedience to any law or 
ordinance whatever, designed to impose any taxation whatso- 
ever upon them, other than by the laws or ordinances of the 
General Assembly aforesaid. 

" Resolved, That any person who shall by speaking or writing 
assert or maintain that any person or persons, other than the 
General Assembly of this Colony, have any right or power to 
impose or lay any taxation on the people here, shall be 
deemed an enemy to his Majesty's Colony." 

Though the four resolutions sent by the Committee of Cor- 
respondence to the Agent have been often printed, they are 
of so great historical importance that it is thought well to print 
them with the rest of the letters. 
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The manuscript history of Virginia (or rather it may better 
be termed a first essay towards a history), by Edmund Ran- 
dolph, which is among the collections of the Virginia Historical 
Society, is of interest, as written by one who was a resident of 
Williamsburg, reached manhood before the revolution, and was 
closely associated with the principal actors in the events of the 
period. 

' 'This is an era illustrious, indeed, in the annals of Virginia, with- 
out an immediate oppression, without a cause depending so much 
on hasty feeling as theoretic reasoning; without a distaste for mon- 
archy, with loyalty to the reigning prince, with paternal attach- 
ment to the transatlantic members of the empire; with an admi- 
ration of their genius, learning and virtues, with a subserviency 
in cultivating their manners and their fashions; in a word, with 
England as a model of all which was great and venerable the 
House of Burgesses, in the year 1765, gave utterance to princi- 
ples which in ten years were to expand into a revolution. 

The charters had shown that the first adventurers demanded 
and were allowed to possess the rights of English subjects. 
The English Constitution was at once the standard and bulwark 
of their liberty. Under its protection they had contested the 
usurpations of kings, parliaments and governors. The specific 
doctrine which condemned taxation without representation had 
been often quoted as a fundamental one of colonial freedom, and 
every generation of lawyers imbibed it in their studies. 

The details of government and the subjects of legislation in 
Virginia were few and circumscribed in comparison with those 
of an independent empire. Hence Virginian politics did not 
go beyond general principles and a jealousy of the rights most 
dear. It was understood that to hold the purse was a check 
upon the sword itself. 

Corruption was making gigantic strides in England, and 
America was a field in which necessitous partizans might be 
pampered at the expense of American labour. American prop- 
erty, therefore, had no other security than the mercy of Parlia- 
ment if they could enact laws of revenue without the assent of 
the colonies. Virtual representation was sophistry at best if we 
gave it its highest character. Scarcely in any state of Virginia 
opinion could sentiments like these have been restrained where 
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there was the slightest appearance of parliamentary taxation. 
But when intelligence arrived of the parliamentary resolutions 
preparatory to the Stamp Act, a corps of members in the House 
of Burgesses, whose habits and expectations had no relation to 
men in power, had increased without being discovered by the 
aristocratic part of the house, or by those members themselves. 
From the lower counties fortune, rank and perhaps fashion, had 
often sent representatives; but the repeated divisions of the 
upper counties drew representatives from humble walks. A 
collision between these two classes caused them to diverge from 
each other as widely in their sentiments in granting public money 
as in their incomes and expenses. While one would pay a public 
servant, upon a strict calculation of the labour to be performed, 
the other would augment the stipend for the sake of dignity. 
A rivalship was the consequence; but the new party had hitherto 
been able only to vote and to be counted. They wanted a 
leader. At this critical moment Patrick Henry appeared as a 
member from the county of Louisa. 

From birth he derived neither splendour nor opulence. But 
from a pious and virtuous example he imbibed a disposition to 
religion and virtue which, when formed in youth, fails not in 
good fruit in mature age. 

The mildness of his temper coinciding with the example ren- 
dered him amiable. Of classical erudition, he neglected the 
scanty opportunities which were afforded to him for the chase, 
for conversation, and for his own reflection. He sounded the 
recesses and depths of the human heart. On the facts thus col- 
lected he suffered his vast genius and unbounded imagination to 
brood, unfettered by scholastic rules. His memory was faithful 
and prompt. 

At first he devoted himself to merchandise, and from an aver- 
sion to drudgery and with no fondness for labour he could not 
be otherwise than unsuccessful. 

Having experienced his command in social discourse he took 
refuge in the study and the practice of the law. 

In blackletter precedents he was never profound, in general 
principles he had no reason to shrink from the struggle with any 
man. 

Not always grammatical and sometimes coarse in his language 
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he taught his hearers how to forget his inaccuracies by his ac- 
tion, his varying countenance and voice. 

Crowning these popular qualities with the universal belief that 
he understood the condition of the Virginian planters and was 
completely embarked in their fate, he was naturally hailed as 
the democratic chief. 

Sir Robert Walpole, the celebrated premier of Great Britain, 
is said to have declared in the year 1739, when to tax the colo- 
nies for revenue was proposed to him, that he had not courage 
for such an experiment. He was not ignorant of their growing 
ability or of the wants of the parent country. But upon this 
subject he had learnt from the history of Virginia that while she 
never withheld due submission to government her patience had 
its just limits. The ministry, in 1765, did not discover these 
plain signs, but calculated that our black population and our 
old propensities would paralyze rebellion and that a tumult 
stirred in haste would subside after a momentary ferment. 

However these things may be, on the 29th day of May, 1765, 
Mr. Henry plucked the veil from the shrine of parliamentary 
omnipotence. He inveighed against the usurpation of Parlia- 
ment in their avowed purpose at a fature day of charging stamp 
and other duties in the colonies without their consent. 

It was judicious in Mr. Henry to suspend his resolutions de- 
nouncing this usurpation until a day or two before the close of 
the session. At this stage of business those who would be most 
averse to an absence from home, merely to guard against evils 
in speculation, had retired. Those who were left behind were ex- 
empt from this restlessness. They clung to Mr. Henry, and 
some others classed on the other side in the controversy were 
not unmoved by the crisis. 

The resolutions offered by Mr. Henry are understood to have 
been written by Mr. John Fleming,* a member from Cumber- 

*John Fleming, of " Maiden's Adventure," Cumberland county, was 
son of Colonel John Fleming, formerly County Lieutenant of Goochland 
and Burgess for that county (and Mary Boiling his wife), was a lawyer 
in large practice, as his fee-book, which is still preserved, attests In 
1755 he was elected to the House ot Burgesses for Cumberland, and 
represented that county for eleven years, until his death in 1767. He 
married Susanna , and dying April 21, 1767, left a son and two 
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land county, distingnished for his patriotism and the strength 
of his mind, and they were seconded by Mr. George Johnson*, 
from Fairfax county. 

It is unknown whether the friends of Henry's resolutions 
were impressed by the inconsistency of permitting taxes for the 
regulation of external trades and rejecting internal taxes for the 
purpose of revenue. If they were, they probably extricated 
themselves by pleading the infancy of political reasoning, which 
had conceded the distinction to a certain mystical dependence 
of a colony on the mother country. Had Henry boldly cut the 
knot by reprobating both species of taxation equally, and the 
latter as having been submitted to, from an unconsciousness of 
the nerve of manhood, a reluctance to excite discontents, or an 
overpowering idolatry to parliamentary power, the frankness 
and truth of the concession would have destroyed its force. 

In his harangue he certainly indulged a strain never before 
heard in the Royal Capitol. This circumstance passed while he 
was speaking: "Caesar (cried he) had his Brutus, Charles the 
First his Cromwell, and George the Third." "Treason, sir," 
exclaimed the speaker, to which Henry instantly replied: "And 

daughters. The son, John Fleming, Major of the ist Virginia, was in 
command of his regiment at the battle of Princeton and was killed in 
that action. Of the brothers of John Fleming, of the text, Thomas was 
Colonel of the 9th Virginia regiment in the revolution, and died in ser- 
vice ; Charles was Captain in the 3d and 7th Virginia, Lieut. -Colonel 
3d and 8th, and Colonel commanding militia or volunteers at the close 
of the war; while a third brother, William, was member of the House of 
Burgesses and Conventions, of the Continental Congress, and Judge of 
the Court of Appeals of Virginia. 

* George Johnston, of Fairfax county, and a resident of Alexandria, 
was one of the most eminent lawyers of his period in Virginia, and it 
has been claimed that he was the author of the resolutions of 1765. 
He was a member of the House of Burgesses from 1758 continuously 
until his death in the snmmer of 1766. He married Sarah, daughter of 
Major Dennis McCarty, of Westmoreland county, and was father of 
George Johnston, Lt.-Col. and A. D. C. to Washington, who died in 
service June, 1777. It is a little curious that of the three persons most 
closely associated with the famous resolutions, Henry was the son of a 
native of Scotland, Johnston was born in that country, and Fleming was 
of Scotch descent. 
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George the Third may he never have either." This dextrous 
escape or retreat, if it did not savour of lively eloquence was of 
itself a victory. In no part of history have I drawn any char- 
acter but according to its size as it appeared at the time. Ac- 
cordingly, in the year 1774, Mr. Henry's is resumed, retouched 
and enlarged, perhaps, with a few repetitions. 

He carried through the Committee of the whole house all the 
resolutions which he proposed. But on the succeeding day, 
when they were reported to the house itself, the two last, as 
being too inflammatory, were laid aside, and the rest, which 
were adopted, being more correspondent with the general senti- 
ment, were by the severance of these two, better guarantees of 
a stable opposition to Parliament. The Governor, after the 
public business, omitted the civility of a parting speech, and 
dissolved the House of Burgesses by a simple fiat, thus by the 
suspicion attending colonial management, and an excessive con- 
fidence in their own security did the British Ministry become the 
pioneers to the dismemberment of the Empire. ' ' 



Note IV. 
Treaties With the Indians. 

From the period of the peace with France, in 1763, the policy 
of the English government was to prevent extension of the ex- 
isting colonies westward, and encroachment on lands claimed 
by the Indians by well-defined boundaries. The policy was op- 
posed with especial persistence by Virginia; but in spite of 
opposition it was determined in England that it should be car- 
ried out. 

It was in pursuance with this policy that the treaty of Hard 
Labor, in Western South Carolina, was made in 1768. Under 
this treaty the western boundary of Virginia began at a point on 
the North Carolina line to the westward of ChiswelFs lead mines, 
extended to these mines, and thence to the junction of the Ka- 
nawha and Ohio. 

Chiswell's mines were in the present county of Wythe, on the 
present New river, opposite the mouth of Cripple creek. The 
site of the mines is now known as Austinville. 
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Phelan's History of Tennessee states that the line of treaty 
of 1768 began at a point about thirty-six miles east of the Long 
Island of Holston. The last-named place, famous in the early 
history of the Southwest, and of the settlement of Tennessee, 
is on the Holston river just above its junction with the North 
Fork. 

As many whites had already settled to the westward of this 
line and many more were anxious to do so, the arrangement 
caused great discontent. Constant efforts on the part of Vir- 
ginia, in which the Governor rendered valuable assistance, drew 
from the English Government instructions for another treaty, 
which was negotiated at Lochaber, in South Carolina, in 1770. 
This time the eastern limit of the Cherokee lands was marked by 
a line beginning about six miles east of the Long Island of Hol- 
ston, and extending in a straight course to the junction of the 
Kanawha and Ohio. 

By the change between the lines of 1768 and 1770, practically 
all of Virginia and the present West Virginia, west and south- 
west of New and Kanawha rivers, was legally opened for colo- 
nization. 

See Bancroft (Edition 1885), Vol. Ill, Chap. XXV and XXX. 



Papers Relating to the French and Indian War. 

Amelia — ss. 

In the year 1758 I was ordered out with the Drafted 
Militia from this county to Bedford & for the use of the Soldiers 
took & had appraised three Cattle, to three pounds sixteen 
shillings; at that time I did not know the owner, was the reason 
no Certificate was given, since which I have been satisfied they 
were the Property of Maj r William Mead. Given under my 
hand this 3d Sept'r, 1770. 

John Winn. 



Bedford — ss. 

This day came William Mead, Gent, before me, John Tal- 
bot, a Justice for this County & made Oath that he has never 
Received any satisfaction for the within Cattle. 
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Given under my hand this 24th day of Jan'y, 1774. 

John Talbot. 

May 17, 1774. To the Honorable Mr. Speaker &Gendenien 
of the house of Burgesses: 

The Petition of William Mead Humbly sheweth that your 
petitioner had taken from him by the militia of Amelia 
County in the year 1758 three head of Cattle, which your Peti- 
tioner has never Received any satisfaction for; your Petitioner 
begs leave to Inform this honorable house the reason why he 
has never made application for pay before this time, was owing 
to his not being able to obtain proper Certificates from the Com- 
manding officer which your Petitioner has now got & hopes this 
Hon"" house will take his case under their consideration & 
allow him what you in your wisdoms shall think just, & your 
Petitioner as in duty bound shall ever pray, &c. 

[Endorsed]: Petition of Wm. Mead, ref'd to Claims 17 May 
1774. to search for. 

May 7, 1774. 
To the Hon"* the Speaker and Burgesses of Virginia: 

James Keeling 

Humbly sheweth that being a soldier in the Virginia 
Regiment and employed in erecting a Fortress, He received a 
hurt which broke his arm and dislocated his shoulder, has ever 
since been exceeding troublesome to him & a great obstruction 
in geting a subsistence, and now involved in the calamitys of 
old age & indigence, Most Humbly implores the interposition of 
the worthy members of this House agreeably with their wonted 
human & generous conduct on similar occasions, and he as in 
duty bound shall ever Pray. 

May, 1774. James Keeling. 

[Endorsed]: Petition of James Keeling, ref'd to Claims, May 
17, 1774. 20^ present, 5^ $ an. for life, reported. 



1774. Frederick County — ss: 

Philip Burwell personally appeared before me , 

one of his Majesties Justices of the peace for the County of Fred- 
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erick, and made oath that himself and James Keeling were both 
soldiers at one time of the Virginia Regiment in the Company 
Commanded by Capt. Buckner. That he saw James Keeling 
with his arm in a sling and every other appearance of a broken 
bone, and he was informed that Keeling had received the Hurt 
helping to raise a Fort at Long Island on the Holstons River a 
day or two before. He also deposeth that it was mention that 
the hurt was of such a nature that Keeling's arm must be taken 
off, and further that he is fully of opinion the present weak and 
much disabled condition of his arm was occasioned by the above 
hurt, and that the sd. Keeling was (before receiving the hurt) 
always reported an active good Soldier. Sworn before me 
this Day of . 



Frederick County — ss: 

Personally appeared James Keeling and Arthur Dent before 
me and made oath as Follows: the said James Keeling that he 
was a soldier in the Virginia Regiment in the year 1761, in as- 
sisting to raise the Fort at Long Island he received a Hurt 
which Broke his arm and shoulder, of which he has been ever 
since rendered incapable of getting a livelihood by his Labour: 
and the said Arthur Dent made oath that he was a soldier in 
the Virginia Regiment at the same time, and that he remem- 
bered the above accident to have happened, that he was in the 
Country's service at that time, and that he Verily Believes he 
Has not been able to get his Living by Labour since that time. 
Sworn to before me this 13th day of June, 1772. 

James Wood, 
(to be continued. - ) 



